Freight Bates
our economic backwardness as the method and policy to be
adopted if we are to attempt our regeneration. Needless
to say, a careful diagnosis has to precede any prescription
of means to be adopted, just as the physician makes a
thorough preliminary examination of the patient before he
can give him a specific for cure. It is with that end in
view that a study of important railway freight rates has
been undertaken.
Our position is rather anomalous. We are primarily an
agricultural country with an almost unlimited scope for
expansion. Viewed that way, we do not seem to have
progressed at all; on the contrary, with the ruin of our
arts and crafts, we regressed and became what we
were before we reached the crafts stage. But today, we
are again making uphill and are slowly but steadily
industrialising ourselves. For a nation of our size and
with those vast natural resources that lie hidden in the
bowels of the earth, we have been very slow in our indus-
trialising activities. We have not yet fully developed our
key industries, and we depend a great deal on foreign
resources. As for the small-scale industries, the field is
still quite clear. The pendulum seems to have swung back
again, and we are again at the beginning. Industrially
we are yet an infant country and all the arguments set
forth with such effect by Frederick List are applicable
to us. No doubt, the Government has done a great deal
through its protectionist policy, but protection by itself
is no adequate solution of the problem. Tariff protection
would only aid such industries that are in competition
with those of foreign countries while non-competitive
industries will have to shift for themselves. Industrial
enterprises have to be financed adequately, and for this
both block and working capital should be made available
to the financially solvent and economically needy concerns.
But more than anything else, a policy of cheap transport
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